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separate entities - Flowering and fruiting tops of cannabis plant are ganja but that
does not mean that a plant can be treated to be a cannabis plant only when it bears
flowering and fruiting tops. (RAJASTHAN HIGH COURT, PRASHANT KUMAR
AGARWAL, J., Date of Decision/26.11.2015). (Ramratan Vs State of Rajasthan)
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Ss.2(viia), 2(xxiiia) - Entry No.239 and Note 2 of notification dated
19.10.2001, S.21 - Contraband - Determination of small or commercial quantity -
Seizure of mixture of NDPS with one or more neutral substances - Quantity of
neutral substance is not to be excluded and to be taken into consideration along with
actual content of weight of offending drug, while determining "small or commercial
quantity" of the Narcotic Drugs or Psychotropic Substances. (SUPREME COURT
OF INDIA, ARUN MISHRA, INDIRA BANERJEE AND M.R.SHAH, JJ., Date
of Decision/22.04.2020). (Hira Singh & Anr. Vs Union of India & Anr.)
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Ss.8, 18, 29 - Recovery of 7 kg opium - Nothing on record to satisfy as to
what were specimen seal impressions which were allegedly forwarded by I.O to
FSL along with samples of contraband - Link evidence pertaining to sanctity of
sample is breached - Accused rightly acquitted. (RAJASTHAN HIGH COURT,
SANDEEP MEHTA, J., Date of Decision/08.01.2020). (State Vs Baxshish Singh
& Anr.)
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Ss.8, 18, 29 - Recovery of 7.2 kg opium - Bulk quantities of contraband not
exhibited to witnesses at the time of adducing evidence - Prosecution story rightly
disbelieved - Acquittal by High Court calls for no interference. (SUPREME COURT
OF INDIA, N.V.RAMANA AND S.ABDUL NAZEER, JJ., Date of Decision/
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of opium - Would create a doubt in the mind of Court on genuineness of samples
drawn - Simple argument that same had been destroyed cannot be accepted, as it is
not clear that on what authority it was done - Neither application for disposal/
destruction of alleged seized bulk quantity of contraband was filed nor any order
was passed by Magistrate - High Court rightly disbelieved prosecution case by
arriving at conclusion that bulk quantities of contraband were not exhibited to
witnesses at the time of adducing evidence - Accused acquitted. (SUPREME
COURT OF INDIA, N.V.RAMANA AND S.ABDUL NAZEER, JJ., Date of
Decision/31.01.2018). (Union of India Vs Jarooparam)
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S.15 - Recovery of 13 quintals and 20 kgs poppy husk - Non-examination of
independent witness - When there is satisfactory explanation for no, examination of
independent witnesses, conviction can be based solely on the testimony of official
witnesses if evidence of such official witnesses inspires confidence. (SUPREME
COURT OF INDIA, JAGDISH SINGH KHEHAR AND R.BANUMATHI, JJ. ,
Date of Decision/04.11.2015). (Baldev Singh Vs State of Haryana)
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S.20 - Recovery of 7 kg charas - Non joining of independent witnesses - The
harsher is punishment, the more is the strictness of proof required from prosecution
- Failing to associate independent witnesses at the time of recovery creates a dent
in the case of prosecution. (SUPREME COURT OF INDIA, PINAKI CHANDRA
GHOSE AND ROHINTON FALI NARIMAN, JJ., Date of Decision/21.04.2017).
(Krishan Chand Vs State of H.P.)
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S.20 - Recovery of 7 kg charas - Non-joining of independent witnesses -
Testimony of police officials must be scrutinized with greater care in the absence of
independent witnesses, particularly when police witnesses contradict themselves
on the issue as to in whose hand writing the seizure memo, arrest memo, consent
memo and NCB form were written and evidence adduced by prosecution is not
reliable. (SUPREME COURT OF INDIA, PINAKI CHANDRA GHOSE AND
ROHINTON FALI NARIMAN, JJ., Date of Decision/21.04.2017). (Krishan
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S.50 - Recovery of 1.5 kg charas - Search and seizure - PW2 and PW4 on
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thus, strict compliance of requirements of S.50 of the Act - Accused rightly convicted.
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